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Flas Reagan protected
the KGB?

President Reagan has meade a ca.
reer out of denouncing the evil impe.
rialism of the Soviet Union, but he is
about to be embarrassed by a serious
charge that his administration has
moliycoddied the Russians on the at.
tempted’ assassination of Pope John
Paul 11 in 188,

Claire Sterling, author of *“The

" Terror Network," has written 8 se-

quel to this exhaustive, respected
study of international terrorism. Her
new work, "The Time of the Assas-
sins,” scheduled for release on Jan,
4, accuses the Reapan administra.
tion, the CIA, and several other
Western governments of dciiberate

deception concerning the hink  be-

tween the would-be assassin and the
secret services of Bulgarie and the
Soviet Union.

The emphasis should be piaced on
deliberate. Much has been written
about the tendency fnr individunais
and sncieties to- avoid facing up to
vgly lacts which require concerted
sction; the deniai of Western govern-

memnts (o face up to evidence that
Hitler was exterminating Jews in

concentration camps is a textbook

case of what has been termed, “the
will not to believe.”

But Ms. Sterling's investigation of

governmenl conduct in the wake of

the 198] assassination attempt points

to something much more disturbing,
if her inlormation and interpretation
are correct. According to Ms. Ster.
ling (from an excerpt of her book,
published last week in The Wall
Street Journal):

“The (assassination) operation
was evidently planned to simulate
the kind of mindless terrorism hit
that has gradually been accorded &
kind of numbed acceptance, & hit

designed not so much to eliminate . |
the victim as to frighten the audi: '
ence. In this instance, however, the
purpose was not to frighten the au.
dience but to eliminate the victimi.
It was no terrorist hit at all.” .
“‘The setting was an elaborate
ruse, The assassin had been hired, ¥
and paid. He had no passionatei
jdeological commitments, nor did'*
his employers, who were simply’ :
agents of a foreign state. Would -
 Western governments — Wwhatever. ..

" their past performance — help to’

keep & secret of such magnitude?” -
" “They would ~ and did.”

Accordmg to the wmer. the u.s.,
Britain,” West Germany and Jsrael -
mocked and derided the investigation
attempts by the Italian judge as-
signed the case. Neither the U.S. in-
telligence agencies nor American
embassies ‘have given the Buigarian-
KGB connection any investigative
priority. Indeed, Ms. Sterling accuses i
the Reagan administration™of with-*
holding. evidence in' its possession
which bolstered the argument that

.. the assassin was abetted by Bulgari.

an agents,

Both William Clark then-pres)den-
tial national security assistant, ang
Q!S Director William Casey — con-
si o share Mr. Reagan's hard.
line, anti-Soviet viewpoints — have

reportedly scoffed at the Bulgarian..:
KGB connection,

" Instead of helpmg the dihgent Ital-
ian prosecutors in their stmggle to |
glean hard evidence on the assassina- |
tion attempt, why has- the West —
particularly the Reagan administra.
tion — seemingly impeded the inves.
tigation and added o0 the public '
confusion over the mc:dem?

}{'thé Sterling book's charges are
true, they raise & mind. -boggling |
guestion: Why has Mr. Reagan' al-
lowed the U.S., in effect, to help the
Bulgarians and the: Russians avoid

“being nabbed for the plol to murder

the pope?
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